“Drill”

Peace Concepts: TOLERANCE AND RESPECT

|. OBJECTIVES

A. To be ableto define the meaning of
tolerance and respect;

B. Tobeabletoexplaintheimportance
of respecting those who are differ-
ent from us and the ill effects of
wrongly judging others;

C. Tobeabletoknow one'sown biases
and prejudices.

I1.SummMARY OF EPisoDE

Lorena, al10year old girl, is becom-
ing increasingly irritated with her class-
mate, Amor. Shefindsfaultin everything
about Amor- her loud voice, her friendli-
ness with their male classmates, her man-
ners and even her nail polish. Every time
she sees Amor, she always has something
to complain about. Her best friend Farida
listens to her complaints but does not re-
ally share her opinion about Amor. One
day, Amor sees L orena’ s drill manual and
immediately borrows it. Lorena does not
want to lend it to her; so makes excuses
and hidesit intheir classroom. On her way
out of the classroom, she meetsAmor who
comes back to get something. Next day,
she goes back to get thedrill book butitis
gone! She immediately suspects Amor.
Sure enough, Amor starts avoiding them,
and so Lorenais convinced that Amor is
guilty. She rehearses ways to confront
Amor to get her drill manual back; only to
find out that shehad just misplaced it. L ater
on Lorenafinds out that Amor wasfailing
in math which meant she had to spend
more time studying; which was why she
avoided them. Lorena realizes that Amor
was different in many ways from her but
was not a bad person.

[11. SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
A.Previewing

This episode teaches children toler-
anceand respect. Particularly, it helpsthem
deal with their own biases and prejudices
positively. Initially, it would be good to
start by making them aware about similari-
tiesand differencesbetween them and their
peers.
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N Respecting Differences

Younger Children
Show and Share

Prior to theday of viewing, ask them
to bring their favorite thing. It could be
toy, food, song, color, and the like. Before
viewing, ask everyonetoformacircleand
to preparefor the activity. Remind themto
listen and respect the person who is shar-
ing andtalking. Call each oneto show their
favoritething and to sharewhy thisistheir
favorite.

After everyone has been given the
chance to share, ask them how they felt
sharing their favoritethings. What did they
feel when they listened to their friends
sharing. What are the thingsthat they dis-
covered about their friends? Then, list
down the things that the group liked and
disliked. Point out that we arethesamein
somewaysbut also different in other ways.

Older Children
How are we the same?
How are we different?

Ask thechildrento find apartner and
let them stand or sit facing each other. Ev-
eryone in the group has 4 minutesto dis-
cuss and write down 3-5 things they have
in common and 3-5 waysthey differ from
each other.

Allow each oneto find another part-
ner and repeat the exercise. Continue until
they have talked to 5 people.

In the big group, write down on the
board the typical similarities and differ-
ences (e.g. favoritethings, interests). Pro-
cess the answers written on the board.
What were the common similarities and
differences? Wherethedifferencesmostly
physical attributes? What other qualities
could you have included? Conclude by
stating that we have many thingsin com-
mon but there are also many ways we dif-
fer from each other.

From here it can be explained how
we begin to “like” or “dislike’” someone.
We can regard what we see and know
about otherseither positively or negatively.

We can have different interests from our
best friend but because we have mutual
respect for each other, thisis not a prob-
lem. Sometimes, the differencesbecomea
real problem because of lack of effort to
understand each other deeper. Inthiscase,
it is easy to migudge others.

Today, we will watch the episode,
“Drill” which is about a 10 year-old girl
named L orenawho learned alessoninre-
specting differences.

B. Pogt-viewing

After viewing, discusswhat the chil-
dren have learned. First, make sure that
they understood the conflict clearly. Then,
elicit their opinions by asking what they
would do if they were in these situations.
Farida's character as Lorena's best friend
is also important because sometimes, we
are not directly involved but we can help
our friend realize hisor her bias. Thefol-
lowing questions for discussion are being
suggested:

1. Canyou tel mewhat happened?

2. Why did Lorenathink badly of
Amor?

3. If you were L orena, should you
judgeAmor?Why or why not?

4.1f youwereFarida, thebest friend
of L orena, what would you do?

Concludethediscussion with ashort
explanation on the importance of respect
and tol erance in maintaining aharmonious
and peaceful relationship with others.

M Journal Writing

It would helpthe childrentointegrate
their learning by giving them timeto write
in their Peace Journal (see the pilot epi-
sode: Reunion). They can be encouraged
to expressthemselves creatively. They can
compose apoem, asong. They can makea
list of what they |earned about respect and
tolerance. They canasoincludetheir own
personal experiencesthat arerelatedtothis
topic. The younger children can draw.
Encourage them to be as honest as pos-



sible because their journal is a personal
documentation of their learning.

I'V. ToLERANCE AND RESPECT AS PEACE
CoNCEPTS

Toleranceisone’s capacity to endure
or withstand frustrating situations. It is
also afair and unbiased attitude towards
those whose ways, culture, opinion, reli-
gion, color, language, nationality and the
like, differ from our own. Itisrecognizing

and making leeway for differences and
variations.

Respect is the state of being es-
teemed or considered of high regard. Itis
also afeeling or expression of deference.
Torespect isa so to value and honor some-
one or something.

Tolerance and respect are important
in promoting peace. Both promote deeper
understanding and avoid bias and preju-
dice. Whenwe can learn to tolerate and to

respect diversity and differences among
people, there would be less misunder-
standing and conflict.

Eventually, wewill meet and encoun-
ter people or situationsthat we do not like
or that we do not agree with or get along
with. We need to make the effort to toler-
ate and respect regardless of how we feel
or think. Simply put, we treat others the
way we want to be treated, that is, with
respect and understanding.
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